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Colour- image processing apparatus for e.g. electrophotographic colour 
printer - has memory control unit which deals with each area of 
encoding/coding buffer, which is divided into several areas corresponding 
to number of divisions of colour- image data, as ring buffer 
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The apparatus has a data splitter (6) which divides colour-image 
data for every colour component. Each divided colour- image data are 
compressed by a compressor (7a, 7b) and are stored in an encoding/ coding 
buffer (8) . 

The encoding/coding buffer is divided into several areas (8a, 8b) 
corresponding to the number of divisions of the colour- image data. The 
areas are in a ratio corresponding to the number of colour components 
included in the block of the divided colour-image data. A memory 
control unit (13) deals with each area as a ring buffer. 

ADVANTAGE - Enables encoding/coding buffer to be used efficiently 
since each of its area is treated as ring buffer. Different size for 
each area of encoding/coding buffer can be decided since 
encoding/ coding buffer is divided not by solid fixed quantity but by 
ratio, thus simplifying increasing and decreasing amount of memory 
mounting. 
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